In the Background ... ... of fall quarter, 1947. Beautiful Indian summer until cold snow in November. Several rainy weekends, notably on Homecoming days.
WE CROWDED the campus with 9,996 students, 3,878 of us in engineering. One hundred fifty-three came from 23 different foreign nations. One-third of us lived in the expanding town of Pammel Court.
WE WATCHED the building of the Atomic Institute, com pletion of the 14 temporary buildings for classroom and dormitory space, the Thirteenth street bridge addition, and the new bright lights installed in the library.
WE TALKED ABOUT the big-name bands versus the local dance bands. The long Thanksgiving vacation. The weekly night club started in the Union. The possibility of a third world war. The GI checks coming finally in the mail. The sput and spurt of spirit in pep rallys. The football team winning technically but losing statistically against Oklahoma. The 12:30 Saturday nights. The meatless Tuesday and poultryless Thursdays. The formal dances.
WE LISTENED TO Norman Cousins from the Saturday Review of Literature urging "Don't Resign from the Human Race." Rear Admiral Richard E. Byrd describing the South Pole explorations. John Mason Brown, the associate editor of the Saturday Review of Literature, advising us on "Seeing Things." Marquis Childs, journalist and columnist. Dr. Sherwood Eddy, religious leader. Vernon Nash, speaking on "Alternative to Anarchy."
WE WATCHED THE STAGE for the "Yellow Jacket," a three-act play of China, and three international one-acts, "A Sunny Morning," Spanish; "Refund," Hungarian; and "Are Men Superior?" American. Plus the musical from New York, "Girl Crazy" produced by students.
WE HEARD the Morton Gould concert; and Paul Ulanowsky, New York pianist; Handel's "Messiah" in December sung by the Iowa State Festival Choir; and the college symphony orchestra concert.
WE READ about the new magazine to be published by students in the Division of Science. 
